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The flora of Mauritius consists of about 691 species of plants out of which 273 species are
endemic to the island, which means they are found nowhere else in the world and about 150
species are shared with other islands of the MascarenepAlago; Reunion and Rodrigues. A

high proportion of these native species (80%) are considered threatened according to the [JUCN
Red List criteria. 96 species are known from less than 50 individuals and forty of these are

known from less than 10 individuals the wild. Thelnternational Union for Conservation of

Nature(IUCN - www.iucn.org) has quoted Mauritius as having tterd most threatened island

flora in the world, after Hawaii and the Canary Islands.
The flora unit at NPCS is responsible for the conservation and management of the native flora.

History of native flora in Mauritius

When Mauritius was first visited in ¢h17th century, it was covered by dense vegetation.
Following colonization, the forests of Mauritius have been cleared for agriculture, forestry,
villages and towns, and other developments. Today good quality native forests occupy less than
2.0 % of our ttal area. These foresteedfound on mountain ridges, ¢ime Offshore Islets and in

Black River Gorgesa n d B r a sNatibnal P&rka These forest remnants provide the last

habitats for our endemic flora and fauna.

Our remaining native forests are undenstant threat of alien invasive plants such as Chinese
guava Psidium cattleianuiy privet (Ligustrum robustumm and ravenale Ravenala
madagascariens)js These exotic plants compete with the native species for space, light and
nutrients. Introduced aninglalso contribute significantly to the degradation process either by
physically damaging the plants or helping in the dispersion of the seeds of the exotic plants.
Herbivorous mammals such as the rusa déervus timorensjsand the harelLepus nigricolls)

browse young plants and tender shoots. Monk&jacéca fascicularis selectively destroy

flowers and fruits as well as foliage, wild pigSus scrofacause extensive damage by eating
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roots of plants and disturbing the soil, and rats eat the ripe Redt.whiskered bulbul and wild

pigs disperse the seeds of the Chinese guava.
Some beautiful plants of our national heritage include:

T Boucl e dTéoohetia boutbnmna/




Found only on the flanks of Le Morne Brabant, it was declaretthieadNational Flower on 12

March 1992. The red bedhaped flowers contain coloured nectar and are pollinated by geckos
(lizard) & grey white eyegic pics.

1 Fleur de Lys /Crinum mauritianum

The Crinum mauritianunis a herbaceouglant and is endemic t@lauritius. It was believed to
be extinctin the wild, but was rediscovered in 1973, near Midlands Dam (Barragéidiands).

Due to its white flowers, it has become an ornamental in Mauritius, and it is frequently used in
landscaping
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1 Bois dentelle/ Elaeocarpus bojeri

Bois dentelle is a beautifshrubtree, found in high cloud forest on the island of Mausitiu

The species has no commercial value. Gmlg populations of this plant speciase left in
Mauritius.



1 Bois bouquet banané Ochna mauritiana

This species are native toopical woodlands ofAfrica, the Mascarenesind Asia. The name of
this genus comes from th&reekword Ochne used byHomerand meaningvild pear, as the

leawes are similar in appearanddese plants are wadly cultivated aslecorative plants
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ENDEMIC PLANTS OF MAURITIUS

Scientific name: Trochetia boutoniana Scientific name: Ochna mauritiana Scientific name: Roussea simplex
Common name: Boucle d’oreille Common name: Bois bouquet banané Common name: Liane rousseau

Scientific name: Hibiscus genevii Scientific name: Dombeya acutangula Scientific name: Chassalia coriacea
Common name: Hibiscus Common name: Dombeya Common name: Bois corail
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Scientific name: Elaeocarpus bojeri Scientific name: Hibiscus fragilis Scientific name: Nesocodon mauritiana
Common name: Bois dentelle Common name: Hibiscus Common name: Mauritian bloody bell flower

Scientific name: Barleria observatrix Scientific name: Psidia terebinthina Scientific name: Coffea macrocarpa
Common name: Barleria Common name: Baume Common name: Café marron



Ex-situ conservation of native plants of Mauritius

The Native Plant Propagation @ee (NPPC) is the maiexsitu facility for the conservation of
the native flora oRepublic ofMauritius. It has been set up in 1996 at Robinson Road, Curepipe
to provide necessary facilities for the propagation of threatened native plant speciegnerns
orchids together with a collection of native plants in an Arboretdtncomprises ofthe

following amenities

Figurel: Green House

The greenhousis a structure covered with glass that allows sufficient sunlight tier éor the
purpose of growing plants. At NPPC the greenhouse consists of three departments namely

preparation room, mist chamber & weaning chamber.

Propagation of threatened plants is carried out both sexually by seeds and vegetatively by

cuttings, spags and bulbils using specific techniques.

During the pastnative plants had been successfully propagated and which include some of the
most endangered species sitdlichrysum caepitosum, Pandanus prostates, Syzygium guehoii,
Cyphostemma mappia, Eugentimnifolia, Terminalia bentzoe, Ficus densifolia, Pandanus



macrostigma, Pandanus pyramidalis, Pilea laevicaulis, Stilingea lineate, Hyophorbe vaughanii,

Urena lobata, Badula sieberi, and chionanthus bromeana.

Figure2: Shade Hase

In the shade house, hardening process is achieved. This process enables the plants resist harsh

conditions such as water stress & scorching sun.

Figure3: Fernery Unit



